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Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No, 183 


MOROCCO. 
MOGADOR. 


Consul Payton to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Mogador, March 19, 1888. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith my general Commercial 
Report and Tables of Statistics for the year 1887. In accordance with 
the instructions, [ have drawn up and shall transmit separately a 
Report on Agriculiure. 

I have,.&c. 
(Signed) CHAS. A. PAYTON. 


Report on the Trade, Commerce, and Navigation of the District of Mogador, 
Jor the Year 1887. 


Saippine anp Navication. 


The first noticeable feature in ths shipping returns is the com- Fewer sailing 
paratively small number of sailing vessels visiting our port, owing to vessels. 
the smaller quantity of oil and grain for exportation; as foreshadowed Export of oil 
in my last report, in consequence of the very scanty rainfall of the cine grain. 


winter of 1886-87. rites las 
In the total value of cargoes, import and export, which was British 

362,212/., the share of Great Britain was 242,7731. carrying trade. 
The principal carrying trade was, as usual, done by the steamers of Regular 

the established English and French lines. steamer lines. 


At the end of the year, a Spanish Company, the “Compafiia New Spanish 
Trasatlantica,” formerly Lopez y Cia., of Cadiz and. Barcelona, com- line. 
menced sending steamers to the Morocco ports; some to proceed to 
the Canary Islands, the Spanish settlements on the Saharan Coast, and 
Senegal; others making Mogador their terminus. The first of these Large 
vessels, the “San Francisco,” was too large to enter our bay, which steamers not 
does not afford anchorage for vessels drawing over 19 feet of water. suitable. 

A new feature in the returns was the voyage of the ‘ Willie American 
Freeman,” a Nova Scotian schooner, coming from Boston with a cargo trading 
of furniture, hardware, and “notions,” under charge of a supercargo, Voyage. 
for sale here by auction or otherwise; the little vessel loading walnuts, 
almonds, and other native produce, for her return voyage to the States. 

My attention was several times called during the year to the Quarantine 
necessity for vessels visiting this coast to provide themselves with and bills of 
proper m) of health, for, in addition to the strict quarantine regulations health. 

(414 a2 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





2 MOROCCO. 


Proper pills imposed when there are-reports of cholera, &c., in Europe, vessels run 


of healt great risk of rejection if they come without bills of health, or with 
nevessary. —_ irregular documents, even from a perfectly healthy country. 
Letter of As this cannot be too widely known to masters, shippers, and 


warning. brokers, I may perhaps be permitted to reprint here a letter which I 
addressed to the Board of Trade and to the Shipping Gazette, in 
August last— 

“T feel it my duty to call your attention to the following facts :— 
In 1885, a schooner (German), from Goole, arrived at this port on 
August 10, witLout any bill of health, and was therefore rejected from 
the port. She came again on September 17, having in the interval 
obtained a bill of health at Gibraltar, but it was found to contain some 
erroneous particulars, and she was again rejected; finally getting 
pratique here on November 3, after a second run up the coast. 

“In March, 1886, a German steamer coming from the southern 
coast of Morocco with no bill of health was rejected. 

“ During the present year, a Danish vessel from Itzehoe, near 
Hamburg, bringing no bill of health, was sent away from the port; 
proposals as to quarantine, medical inspection of the crew, &c., being 
rejected by the sanitary delegate. She was, however, more mildly 
and sensibly treated at the next port, Saffi, where she was admitted to 
free pratique the day after arrival, on a medical inspection of the crew, 
and returned here within a week with a clean bill of health from Safi. 

“Yesterday a British schooner arrived from the same port of 
Itzehoe, bringing a bill of health written on a small sheet of note-paper, 
of which the following is a literal copy :— ; 

“¢Bill of healthy. With respect that it is useful, the habourmaster 
in the town of Itzehoe tell that the crews of the ship—+-—, Captain 

———, of —--—, left the habour all together health.’ 

“The sanitary delegate.at first-decided on sending this vessel away 
from the port, and was with difficulty persuaded to admit her to 
pratique on the ground that she had come from a healthy port, and had 
brought a bill of health, though a very informal one. 

“TI believe that masters sometimes omit to provide themselves with 
bills of health from motives of mistaken economy, ‘penny wise and 
pound foolish,’ but at some ports it may be difficult to procure such 
things. The master of the above-mentioned vessel reports that at 
Itzehoe he had great difficulty in obtaining even the very informal 
document copied above. 

“Tt ought to be generally known that, not only in Morocco, but in 
most foreign countries, vessels may often run considerable risk of 
rejection or detention if they arrive either without bills of health or 
with documents so informal as the one in question, which, in many 
ports, would certainly not be admitted as a valid bill of health.” 

Good result of I may mention that, one evening last winter, I was accosted at the 

warning. water-port by the captain of a Danish vessel, coming from Hamburg, 
who expressed his gratitude to me for having caused the above facts to 
be made public, without which he too would probably have arrived here 
without a bill of health, and been rejected in consequence. 





Casualties. Three casualties have occurred atthe port during the year, all ona 
large scale, and one attended with lamentable loss of life. 

Wreck of On May 26, the Italian barque “Emmanucle Accame,” 791 tons 

Italian register, from New York for Palma in Majorca, with a cargo of crude 

bargque. petroleum, came on shore, with rudder broken, a little north of Cape 


‘l'apheriwelt. The weather being calm, the crew reached Mogador in 
their boats. The vessel became a total wreck, but most of the cargo 
was saved. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


MOGADOR. 3 


On July 22, while the French steamer “ Vérité” was taking on Burning of 

board this petroleum, in-boxes and barrels, an explosion and conflagra- French 
tion took place—it is said by gas given off from it igniting from a reine ‘ 
candle in the chain-well—and the vessel was soon in flames from stem ‘ 
to stern,,as well as a lighter laden with the samo stuff alongside her. 
In spite of the perfect calmness of the sea at the time nothing could be 
done to save the vessel, and, in the confusion, and owing to the terribly 
rapid spread of the conflagration, thirteen lives were lost, five of the 
crew, seven native boatmen and labourers, and one Jew passenger. 
The vessel burned the rest of the day and night, and sank the next 
morning. The hull, with all that might be found therein, was sold by 
public auction for 927. 

Diving-operations were carried on for-some time by the purchaser, 
but were givén up, the result not being remunerative. The hull of the 
Steamer,.an iron one, remains up to the present an obstacle and danger 
to navigation, being close to the-best steamer-anchorage, which is very 
limited in extent. Nothing has been done-towards its removal, but a 
‘small buoy at present marks its position. The position of the sunken 
wreck has the effect of causing. vessels, especially sailing ships, to 
anchor further down in the bay than formerly, where they are more 
exposed to the-violence of the prevailing northerly winds. 4 

The third casualty of the year may perhaps’be attributed partly to Stranding of 
this cause. The Swedish brig “ Svalan,” on November 5, in a strong a Swedish 
gale from N.E., with heavy, in-setting, north-westerly sea, broke away brig. 
from her anchorage; and drifted rapidly down the bay, striking on a 
sand-bank near the-old Portuguese fort, about a mile from the town, 
where.she became a total wreck.. 

The crew were all saved by the aid-of a number of Europeans and Rescue of 
natives who were soon on the spot, the rescue, not completed till about crew. 

.  an.hour after dark, being effected through the heroic exertions of a 
native surf-swimmer, who, at great risk of his own life, after several 
attempts, succeeded in getting near enough to the brig to seize. 
a life-buoy thrown from her with a-line by means of which we hauled 
@ hawser ashore, and along this the crew passed one by one, and were 
received in. the surf by strong men on-horseback who helped them up 
to terra firma. 

The weather afterwards moderating, provisions, stores, and gear Sale of hull, 
were saved and brought up to the town for sale, fetching far better stores, & 
prices than the wreck itself, the town being already rather glutted with 
timber and gear from the wreck cf the big Italian barque: 

I have recounted these three casualties at some length, because 
they seem to have a melancholy connection one with the other. Also, Decstics 
certain important points are illustrated: the extraordinary deviation rbheessted Py 
from its course of a sailing vessel from New York for the Mediterranean 
getting upon the rocks near Mogador; the terrible inflammability of Infamma- 
crude petroleum or rather of the gas given off fromit, and the necessity bility of erude 
of the greatest care in handling it—in this case it was heated by the Petroleum. 
summer sun, many of the boxes were leaky, and their contents were 
being transferred into barrels on the deck of the ill-fated steamer; we 
see also, by the hull remaining in its place, how little is done for aid Little aid and 
and protection to navigation on this wild coast, which possesses no protection to 
really safe harbours, nor, south of Cape Spartel, a single lighthouse ; navigation. 
we see in the wreck of the Swedish brig an illustration of the name 
of “rat-trap,” not inaptly bestowed on Mogador Bay by sailors, for a The 
vessel without steam must, if she parts from her anchors in such a “ rat-trap,.” 
gale, almost inevitably go on shore; the last and most pleasing point is 
the heroism of a poor Moorish boatman, who, in addition to the 
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Heroism by s pecuniary reward he immediately received for his gallantry, has been 
Moor. recommended to the Swedish Government for some other recognition 
of his services on the occasion. 


Foreign The port was visited in October and November by the French gun- 

gun-boats. — boat “ D’Estrées,” the Italian iron-clad “ Affondatore,” and the Austrian 
gun-boat “+ Albatros.” 

Yachts. No yachts visited the port, which is by no means a safe one for 


them in the winter, unless they have steam. 


CoMMERCE. 


Great falling- The general trade shows the falling-off which -was to be expected 
off. as the natural result of the scanty rainfall.of the winter of 1886-87, 
Deficient mentioned in my last Report, in a country the natural resources of 


rainfall. which depend so largely on the fertilizing rains of winter. The total 
Total trade. trade of the year amounted to 362,212/., against 566,584/. in 1886. 
Share of The share of Great Britain in this lessened trade continues to be in 
Great Britain. very satisfactory proportion, being 237,666/. of the gross total of 
362,2127. 
General The general exports amount to only 179;7311., against 311,4937. in 
exports. 1886, but a singlé item, olive-oil,. goes far to account for this great 
Olive-oil: difference, the quantity shipped, only 27,720/., being 115,604. Jess than 
in 1886. : 
Present The oil.crop of the present: year will be-better, and a good deal is 


prospects, now coming in, but prices in England are, I am informed, too low to 

Shipment of permit of its being profitably shipped thither; some is being sent to 

oil to Spain. Tangier, and some to Spain,—which sounds rather like “ sending coals 
to Newcastle.” 

Almonds. Glancing alphabetically. at the export statistics, we find in almonds 
a.smaller falling-off than in oil and cereals, the value being 35,9551., 
against 48,2551. the previous year, England taking 32,4002, France 
38,8751, and the United States 180/. 

Barley. Barley, shipped by and for account of the Moorish Government to 
France, was estimated at 293/. for 650 quarters, against 9587: in 1886 
and 2,500/. in 1885. 

Beans, Beans, being a later crop, had not suffered so severely from want 

of rain as barley and wheat, the value of shipments being 3,4041., 
nearly all to England. 

Bees’-wax. The quantity of bees’-wax exported was less than half that of 1886, 
being only to the value of 6,375/., of which England took 4,5901, 
France 1,785/. 

Citrons. These, grown mostly in the neighbourhood of springs and streams, 
show, contrary to most produce, an increase-of 2,000/.; but, whereas 
in 1886 England apparently took the whole quantity exported, in 1887 
idee of the total value of 3,000 went to France, the rest to 

gland, 

Dates. There were some small shipments of dates to the value of 70/., that 
of the previous year being either ni/, or so small as to be inchided in 
sundries. 

Esparto-grass, ‘There is a slight improvement in the amount shipped of this useful 
article, but it still remains only a small item compared with what used 
to be and still could be collected, the high duty so disproportionate to 
present low prices in Europe not having been reduced: 

Gum, euphor- This gum, the trade in which had apparently been almost extinct 

bium, for some years, appears this year in our export list to the value of 136/., 
all taken by England. 
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The small sample shipments of goat-skins, mentioned in last year’s Goat-skins. 
Report as being sent to London, appears.to have led to some opening 
up in England of this important trade, formerly-entirely monopolized 
by France; the quantity sent to London in 1887 being 3,416 dozen,* 
valued at 2,2801., whilst Marseilles took the large amount of 46,892/., 
but the total is 14,7261. less than in 1886. : 

Hides (ox) to the value of 550/. went to England, and 3002. to Hides. 
France, whereas in the previous year the quantity was so small as to 
be included in sundries. 

This, the latest grain crop, actually shows a considerable improve- Maize. 
ment on the previous year. 

This result of the late rains applies also to peas; these are the kind Peas. 
‘known as chick-peas or “caravances” (French pois chiches, Spanish 
garbanzos), which went, as might be expected, all to France and Spain. 

This scented root, used for purposes of pharmacy and perfumery, 9is root. 
gives a. value of 1621, for 9 tons, taken by England, against only 361. 
in 1886, 

Another small article, orchella weed, shows a largely increased Orchella 
value, 250/., just five times the amount of 1886, but it is noticeable weed. 
that, while in that year England took this,-in 1887 the whole quantity 
seems to have gone to Spain. 

Six boxes of these feathers, so extensively shipped to France and Ostrich 
England before the price was lessened by the large production of the feathers. 
Cape ostrich farms, were shipped to London. The value is estimated 
at 1,200/. 

A novel feature was the exportation of 667 boxes of crude petro- Petroleum. 
leum, which is not a natural product of this part of the world, but 
came from the wreck of an Italian brig which was taking it from New 
York to the island of Majorca. The burning of the fine French 
steamer “ Vérité” by a lot of the same stuff has been recorded in the 
* Shipping and Navigation” portion of this Report. 

180,000 porcupine quills, valued at 901, went to London, the Porcnpine 
quantity of the previous year having been so small as to be included quills. 
in Sundries. 

A noticeable feature was the comparatively large shipment of Sesame. 
sesame, England receiving 380 bags, valued at 6087. of this grain, 
France 105 bags, worth 1681. 

There were many more walnuts shippped than in the previous year, Walnuts. 
801. worth going to England, 160/. to other ports of the Morocco coast, 
and 36/., with some almonds and other native produce, to the United 
States in a Nova Scotian schooner. 

This is not much of a wool-producing district, but two and a Wool. 
quarter tons were sent to England, the value estimated at 1351. 

The quantity of wheat, as of barley, shipped for account of the Wheat. 
Moorish Government, was naturally small, resulting from the lack of 
the-early rains of winter. ; 

As might be expected from the falling-off in most articles of local Specie. 
cultivation, there was a large exportation of specie by merchants 
unable to find produce to pay for imported goods. 

The total of specie sent away, nearly all silver, was 18,0381, of 
which 6,226. went to England, 6,654/. to France, 5,090, to Moorish 
ports, and 62/. to Spain—under which designation, by the way, the 
Canary Islands may always be held to be included, and have indeed, 
owing to regular communication by French steamers, most of the 


* I find, upon further inquiry, that moni of these skins were for transhipment te 
the United States, 
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Pertnission  ¢*#de which is shown in-the Spanish column of the statistical tubles 
for shipment from which I have made the above extracts. 

of barley and The export trade of the present year will be but slightly affected, 
wheat coast- as far as Mogador is concerned, by the recently published permission 
wise, = — of the Moorish Government for the shipment of the generally pro- 
Term of six hibited cereals, wheat and barley, from one Moorish port to another, 


ist Seaeanh for a period of six months, commencing from the Ist Jumad I, 1305, 


1888. corresponding with our 15th January, 1888. 
Conditions of | The conditions for such shipment are— 
shipment, 1. That the grain be weighed at port of embarkation and at port 


of destination ; 

2. That the shipper shall depostt, at port of embarkation, double 
the duty chargeable according to the existing tariff, to be refunded to 
him as soon as the Administrators of Customs receive certificate of the 
landing of the grain at the Moorish port of destination ; 

3. Such certificate of landing to be received within a time to be 
fixed by the Administrators, failing receipt of which in due time the 
deposit money will be forfeited ; and . 

4, When the term of six months has elapsed, the exportation will 
be suspended, and merchants alleging that they have any grain 
remaining in their possession, which they had bought for purposes of 
shipment, will not be allowed to export the same. 

The second condition is, of course,. framed to guard against the 
possibility of any grain so shipped being taken to foreign countries. 

In the grain-producing districts round Casablanca and Mazagan 
this temporary concession may give a little impetus to coasting trade. 

From the former place I hear that some dissatisfaction is expressed 
by merchants at the short time (15 days) allowed by the authorities 
for the receipt from Tangier of the certificate of landing of grain 
shipped from Casablanca to that port, they fearing that some little 
delay in the same might cause the forfeiture of their deposits. 


Imports. 
Total. The imports of the year, amounting to 182,48 17.—in which England 
Share of Eng- has the satisfactory share of 137,959/., or about three-fourths— show 
land. a falling-off of 72,6101 from the total of the previous year. The 


French trade diminution in French trade is very marked, France sending only a value 

falling off. of 27,405/. against 59,7691. in 1886, showing that she is losing her 
predominance in such staples as candles, sugar, and other goods, in 
which she had formerly almost a monopoly. 

Sweden and Direct importation from Sweden and the United States is a novel 

United States. feature in the return, 

Alphabetical The alphabetical list of all imports includes amber-beads, bagging, 

list. beads, beer, brass-plates, candles, chemicals, china, clocks, cloth, 
cochineal, coffee, confectionery, coral, cotton (manufactured and raw), 
deals, dyes, earthenware, electro-plated goods, empty casks, furniture, 
gold-lace and thread, glass-ware, gums, gunpowder, hardware, hides, 
indigo, iron, lavender, linen, matches, mirrors, nails, paint and paint 
oil, paper, perfumery, petroleum, provisions, rice, sarsaparilla, shells 
(cowry), silks, spices, spirits, stationery, steel, sugar, tea, tiles, tinplates, 
tobacco, specie, and sundries. 

On examining some of the most noteworthy of these items, the 

following observations are suggested. 

Bacr. The consumption of beer appears to be largely on the increase 
since the introduction of the German “lager,” more suitable to, this 
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climate than the heavier English ales. The quantity imported in’ 1887 
was 1,288 dozen, valued at 515/., against 3802 in 1886. 

Although all coming from England, we may safely assume that 
something like four-fifths of the quantity were of German origin. 

Brass-plates used in the making of the chased trays aud other Brass-plates. 
articles, for which the artificers of Mogador are rather famous, showed 
a considerable increase in value, 1,760/. from France and 600/. from 
England, against the total of 612J. in 1886. 

In candles, the competition of other nations is telling upon the Candles. 
French trade. Whereas, in 1886, the value, 2,980, came all from 
France, in 1887 England sent 636/. worth, and France 568/. Most of 
these were of German and Belgian origin, but I have recently seen 
candles of English (or rather Scotch) manufacture selling here retail at 
about 7d. per packet of four, the ordinary price of foreign candles 
varying between this and 9d. per packet. 

Chemicals, china, and: clocks show comparatively little fluctuation, Chemicals, 
and are, at present, items of small importance. china, clocks. 

The use of European cloth, of a variety of colours (of which bright Cloth. 
orange, yellow, light, and also very dark blue, light red, purple, and 
bright green are the most favoured), for clothing of the upper classes, 
is on the increase, for, in spite of the agricultural impoverishment of 
the country, Mogador received 24,000 yards, estimated at 4,800/., 
from England, and 11,000 yards, 2,200/., from France, against the 
total of 4,904/. in 1886. 

Of the cloth from England I believe that the major portion was of 
German origin, though some was of Yorkshire manufacture. 

According to information I gleaned, this cloth does not command so 
ready a retail sale as the German, a difference in the folding of the 
pieces being mentioned as a drawback, showing how punctilious 
Moorish customers may be. ; 

102 cwt. of cochineal, valued at 714/., entered as a Spanish import, Cochineal. 
came from the Canary Islands by French steamers. 

The consumption of coffee is very small compared with that of tea, Coffee. 
ie vee imported being only 600/. or 700/. a-year, mostly from 

ngland. 

"5 cwt. of coral, imported from France, were estimated at 1,200. Coral. 

In manufactured cottons, Great Britain of course continues to hold Cotton. 
her own, the value of cotton goods imported thence being 55,3601. ; 
and if we add that of “blue salempores,” which have previously been” 
included in the general heading of “Cotton, Manufactured,” we find a 
total of 79,560/., against the, agriculturally, much more prosperous year ., ee 
of 1886. And it is noteworthy that no cotton goods came from France *Fench trade. 
in 1887, whereas in 1886 the value of such imported from that country 
was 4,556. 

Of raw cotton, England sent 172 cwt., valued at 602/.; France Raw cotton. 
154 cwt., 5402. This cotton is used in the manufacture of clothing, 
-often mixed with wool, also of fishing-lines, cords, &c. 

The rather large quantity of deals received from England and Deals. 
Sweden, and a small quantity from the United States, making up the 
total value of 2,728/., against 605/. the previous year, may be con- 
sidered—especially when we add the large quantity of planks, masts, 
spars, &c., proceeding from two wrecks—to have rather glutted the 
timber market for the present. 

‘The falling-off in the demand for English earthenware, the value of Earthenware. 
which was only 808/., against 1,680/. in 1886, is rather attributable to 
the impoverishment of the agricultural districts. 

In this, contrary to most articles, French trade seems to be gaining Glaseware. 
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an ascendency, for, whereas in 1886 the value, 3,5001, of glass ware 
appears to have come entirely from England, in 1887 France contributes 
1,1701, and England 4652; but in 1886 many French imports of some 
interest and value were included in “ sundries.” 

Imported gums coming from England, to the value of 595/., against 
3301. in 1886, were principally gum olibanum and gum benjamin, used 
in incense and perfumery. 

This all came from England, the value being 2,556/., but I believe 
that some was of German origin. 

Hides (South American) show but little fluctuation, England sending 
1,888 cwt., valued at 5,6641, France 27 cwt., 81/., against the total of 
6,785/. in 1886. 

It is interesting to note that a small quantity of English bar-iron 
came in—30 tons—valued at 240/., whereas for some years previously 
it used to be all Swedish. . 

I find that the price the English iron fetches on the market here is 
about 15s. to 16s, per “large quintal” of 178 lbs., the Swedish being 
about 3s. dearer. It is an article of tolerably steady demand, the total 
value of all iron being 3,958/. in 1887, against 4,250U. in 1886. It is 
used both in towns and country districts in the making of tools, agri- 
cultural implements, weapons, &c. 

These came, as usual, all from France, to the value of 450. 

They are all wax, many of Algerian make: natives will not look at 
wooden matches, or those which strike only on the box. 

In addition to an unusually large importation of petroleum for 
lighting purposes, coming from Spain, Sweden, and the United States, 
there were the 1,775 tons of crude petroleum from the wreck of the 
pale brig, all exported again, but most of it burnt before leaving the 

ay. : 
Of paper, for writing and packing purposes, we find the importa- 
tion from France amounting to 460/. Some of this was of Belgian 
origin. Another instance of the fastidiousness of local buyers is found 
in the fact that a small shipment of Belgian paper, though admitted to 
be of good quality and reasonable price, was refused by the consignee, 
because it had not the same number of sheets to the ream as he had 
been accusicmed to receive from France. 

The quantity of rice, all from England, was unimportant, and only 
slightly in excess of that of the previous year. 

There was a considerable increase in the value of manufactured 
silks from France, but a still greater falling-off in the value of raw 
silks from that country. 

The consumption of spirits would appear to be largely on the 
increase, showing 1,2982. (England, 100/.; France, 1,168/.; Spain, 80/.), 
against 140/. from England in 1886, but in that year the spirits from 
France, with many other items, were included in * sundries.” 

The importation of loaf sugar, one of the most important trades of 
Southern Morocco, shows a very noticeable falling-off, the total value 
being 24,934/., against 42,600/. in 1886. The countries sharing in the 
trade of 1887 are: England, 9,2171; France, 10,452/.; Germany, 
5,2651,; but of the sugar from England most, if not all, was of foreign 
origin, as English sugar cannot be put upon the market so cheaply as 
German and Belgian; but, with this year’s modification of the bounty 
system, an improvement in the English trade may be looked for. The 
diminution in the French sugar trade is very noticeable, as France used 
to have almost the monopoly of this traffic. 

England keeps, as usual, the whole of the tea trade, the impor- 
tation of green tea, mostly of the “hyson” class, amounting to 
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236,820 Ibs., estimated at 15,7551, against 17,24€2 in 1886, and 
10,650/. in 1885. 
Of this, 5001. worth, from Gibraltar, was imported prior to the Tobacco. 
Sultan’s edict against its importation and sale in February, 1887. 
good deal of this was afterwards burued, not in the normal way, but 
in bonfires. 
The importation of woollen goods from England amounted to only Woollens. 
960/., for 19,200 yards, a great falling-off from the previous year’s 
value of 2,720L The distinction between “woollens” and “cloth” 
seems to be marked by the difference in price, the latter being esti- 
mated at 4s. per yard, the former at 1s. | 
The importation of specie was extremely small, amounting to only Specie. 
2,383/. (England, 1632; France, 1,0601.; Spain, 1,1602), against 
10,5207. in 1886, and 38,334/. in 1885. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The scanty ra‘nfall nf the previous winter had its natural effect on Deficient 
the crops, with a c.1responding influence on market. prices and on ship- ‘infall. 
ment of exportable: grain (maize, beans, and peas), the shipment of Scanty crops, 
wheat and barley not being allowed. 

There was so little fluctuation in prices of grain throughout the Prices of 
year that it would be superfluous to give a quarterly table of prices, grain. 
which may be taken as having averaged, for wheat, 20s.; barley, 9s. ; Year's 
beans, 14s. 6d.; peas, 15s.; maize, 10s.—per English quarter. syerage: 

It will be seen, on comparison with the previous year, that the Barley and 
local staples, barley and wheat, grew dearer in consequence of the "heat dearer. 
scantiness of crops, owing to deficient rainfall, while in the beans, peas, Pulse and 
and maize, which are mainly cultivated for exportation, the prices, maize cheaper. 
lower than last year, must not be looked upon as lowered by abundant 
crops—though, owing to the late rains, they suffered less than earlier 
sek aa in consequence of corresponding cheapness in the European 
markets. 

The winter of 1887-88 has been remarkable for an unusually large Prospects of 
amount of rain, about 20 inches having tuilen up to the time of writing, and 
which is far in excess of the annual average. reer 

Though many of the natives still think that this abundance of j 
water betokens plenteous harvests, it may be doubted whether, in Patave das 
some districts at any rate, the rainfall has not been (oo heavy, or too Dich wet and 
close in sequence, so that, perhaps, roots may have suffered from the ¢old, 
excessive moisture and abnormal cold. 

From Casablanca, a great grain-producing centre, I hear that agri--Casablanca. 
culturists were saying that too much rain could hardly fall for their 
heavy plains, but that farther north there were apprehensions of crops 
being spoiled. 

At Mazagan, situated in an important agricultural district, people Mazagan. 
were, after a fortnight’s wet, recently praying for dry weather, an inci- Praying fo 
ae new to my experience of this generally “dry and thirsty dig went: 

I think, however, that we may safely count upona fairly prosperous General pro- 
season for this district in general. ee 

Considerable mortality occurred, I regret to say, among cattle and amnseg eqiils 
sheep from deficient pasturaze. and sheep. 


FIsnHenies. 


The year 1887 has been a very remarkable one, long to be remem- Abundance of 
bered by the fishermon of Mogador for the numbers of large and valuable fsb, 
valuable fish taken, and the return, in vast shoals, of the long-lamented 
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tasargelt, absent, say old residents—save with regard to a few stray 

EF ... 8pecimens—since 1859, 
ine-fisheries. “ In spring and early-summer the normal hook and line fisheries of 
; the place were prosecuted with ordinary success, though the net 
Sardines. fishery for sardines, so profitable throughout 1886, was almost a total 


failure. 
Anchovies. _ Large shoals of anchovies were frequently observed, most of them 
being too small for the meshes of the sardine nets. Bass fed upon 
Bass, them voraciously, and large captures were often made of those fine fish 


when massed among the anchovies, I, myself, one day in April, getting 
4 seventy bass to my one rod, the largest 84 Ib. 
aney, or In June “azlimzah” (Sciena agutla), the “maigre,” rarely met 
maigre. —_with in British waters, began to put in an appearance, and in July a 
good many were caught, both from boats and from rocks. 

In August large numbers of these encrmous fish, having followed 
shoals of sardines into some sandy creeks on the northern beach, were, 
during two weeks or more,.hunted by scores of native fishermen and 
others, surrounded with nets, speared, harpooned, and otherwise 
butchered, the daily slaughter, in favourable tides, amounting to some- 
thing like 20 to 40 fish, averaging about 30 lb. in weight, and some of 
‘them being as much as 60 lb. or 70 Ib. 

Return of the During-this month, .also, the famous “ tasargelt” began to appear, 
( PC capl oa and a few, averaging about seven pounds each, were caught both north 
saltator), and south of the port. Found in.increasing numbers in:the beginning 
of September, and sometimes intermingled with azlimzah and dolphins 
(Delphinus delphis) in: the common pursuit of sardines, on the 11th of 
et that month vast shoals of tasargelt’ filled our waters, and during the 
cantare whole of the day immense numbers were taken by the crews of the 
; native boats, by the time-honoured Moorish method of casting a bait 
Boosh tackle. 7° piece of white rag, or a strip of the tough blueish skin of the 
oug ® tasargelt itself—on an enormous and often barbless hook, on stout brass 
wire, and a short stout bamboo-rod, flailing the water with which, 
while the boats are rowed at full speed, the fishermen shouting and 
singing the while, the voracious fish are swiftly jerked into the boat 
and off the hook, though breakages are numerous, and, when European 

tackle is used, the sport is like salmon-fishing in the sea. 

On the yreat day, September 11, boats came in at noon laden down 
to the gunwale with tasargelt, and went out aguin to keep up the 
slaughter throughout the afternoon. 

The sport continued during this month and the following, and it 
was noticeable that there were generally one or two “big days” each 
week, while during the remainder the captures were only moderate. 

After October the surface-haunting shoals had mostly disappeared, 
but a good many of the fish settled on certain rocky off-shore grounds, 
ri were caught, at anchor, with lines baited with octopus or strips of 

sh. 

ene With the cooler weather of December they became much scarcer, 

on wne shon’® and, since the storms and heavy seas which marked the close of the’ 
abi I have heard of only two or three stray specimens being 
caught. 

eighing generally from six to eight pounds, keeping up a good 

average of seven, with flesh of rich flavour, and said to be suitable for 
any mode of cooking, the tasargelt always commands a ready sale 
among the natives, both Moors and Jews, and the immense numbers 
obtained did not seem thoroughly to glut the market. 

Prices. The early arrivals fetched the fancy price of half-a-dollar each, 
which went cown, as they grew more plentiful, to tenpence, and on the 
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“big days” to fivepence, and less for undersized fish. But even at this 
price the fishermen’s profits were considerable, as a boat manned by 
four Moors would often bring in a couple of hundred as the result of a 
morning’s cruise. It is almost impossible to estimate the total number 
landed from September to December, but it must have amounted to 
very many thousands, and have temporarily greatly enriched our 
fishermen, who, in ordinary years, find the ‘toil of the sea” hard and 
precarious enough. 

In spite of the quantities brought in, they were all consumed fresh, Fitness for 
though this is a fish which is exceedingly well adapted for salting and curing. 
other methods of curing. 

This wealth of fish caused the building of a number of new hoats, Impetus to 
the cost of which would often be recouped by two or three successful boat-building, 
cruises. 

Large takes of these fish were reported from Saffi, the next port to Takes at Safi. 
the north, but I do not hear of their having reached Mazagan. 

At Agadir, as usual, both tasargelt and azlimzah abounded, in Agadir. 
excess of the local demand and consumption. 

Now and then a few albicore, from 20 to 40 Ibs., were caught, and Albicore. 

» many a stout rod was broken by these powerful fish. 

Shoals of bonito also appeared in the clear water, feeding on young Bonito, 
anchovies and other tiny fry, and were the despair of the fishermen, 
refusing to take any bait which could be offered to them. I only know 
of one being caught—also one small tunny. 

During the presence of all these voracious strangers the ordinary Spoiling of 
hook and line fisheries were abandoned, or, when tried, found to be the ordinary 
unproductive, the normal inhabitants of our fishing-grounds being fisheries. 
killed or driven away by the savage tasargelt. 

Fish of various kinds were found bitten by them; the shoals of 
sardines seen inthe offing were soon broken up by them, and failed to Sardines, 
enter the bay, save on one or two occasions, when tasargelt followed 
ier in, and were taken in large numbers close to the water-port, 
itself. 

Shoals of the large azlimzah were occasionally met with frum Shoals of 
September to January, and good captures sometimes made, up to azlimzsh. 
15 to a boat; but on March 12 large shoals were met with, one lucky 
boat bringing in 80 of these large fish ; many hundreds were caught on 
subsequent days, and the price went down to sixpence to a shilling, 
for fish of 20 to 60 lbs. 

After the departure of the tasargelt, whose re-appearance in the 
coming summer is hopefully looked forward to by our fishermen, the 
latter had to pay in part for their great successes by finding the usual 
moderate fisheries almost ruined. 

The sardine fishery was a failure throughout the year, but the nets Sardines, 
now and then got large numbers of the less esteemed sand-smelts sand-smelts, 
(Atherina presbyter). 

Good quantities of small anchovies could have been got, in spring anchovies. 
and early summer, by smaller-meshed nets than are used for the 
sardines. 

These continued fairly plentiful, and many fine ones were caught. goles and 
Of the same colour as the sand, and often hiding all but their eyes turbot. 
scien it, they escape the notice of tasargelt and other predaceous 

sh. 
No mackerel shoals were observed in the autumn, being probably Mackerel, 
driven away by the larger and fiercer migrants, A few stray specimens 
eae were caught in February, an unusual time of year for them 
ere. ; 
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Such immense quantities of these creatures have been used as bait 
for the azlimzah, tasargelt, and other fish that it is perfectly astonishing 
how the supply, obtained by fishermen daily hunting the same rocks 
and pools with long-handled gaffs, is still kept up. 

The supply of these, both for bait and as food, seems to be 
practically inexhaustible. 


CuRRENCY AND EXCHANGE. 


The local exchange of the dollar (or five-franc piece) has remained 
unchanged at five pesetas, or 125 “ ounces,” each peseta being reckoned 
at 25 “ounces” of floos, 

The premium on bills on London has been rather high, say 3 to 4} 


per cent. ; on Marseilles about 2 per cent. 


FREIGHTs. 


Steam freights to London and Marseilles remained unchanged, at 
30s. per ton and 10 per cent. primage for London, and, for Marseilles, 
41 fr. per 100 kilos., and 10 per cent. primage for goat-skins, and 24 fr. 
per 100 kilos. for oil. a 

There was, for previously explained reasons, but little freight offer- 
ing for sailing ships, at about 5s. per quarter on the round voyage for 
grain, and @ proportionate freight for oil. 


Lanp-Transport Rates, 


Camel-hire was rather lower than the previous year; to Morocco 
8s. to 10s., to Saffi 5s. to 6s, Agadir about 8s. per camel: but it must 
be remarked that the camel load for Morocco and Saffi is 4 cwt., for 
Agadir and the rest of Soos only 3 cwt. 


GENERAL SraTISTICs. : 


I append herewith the tables of all shipping, of principal exports 
and imports, and trade with foreign countries, and I annex the reports 
and statistics-from the Vice-Consulates of Saffi, Mazagan, and Dar-al- 
Baida (Casablanca). 


Annex A.—ReErurn of all Shipping at the Port of Mogador in the 
Year 1887. 






Nationality. 
Number of 
Vessels. 
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CLEARED. 
Steam, Salling. Total. 
cae La CeO Number of Number of 
‘umber o umber o Number o' 

Vessels, |  TOns. Vessels, | Tons Vensels. Tone; 
British ae eee 20 13,572 6 648 26 14,219 

Moorish... ove eee ove oes was ies 
French tee eee 49 26,864 ose ove 49 36,864 
German... aa ace _ 3 385 3 385 
Spanish ...0 we re dea 3 183 3 183 
Swedish 00 as oa oes 1 232 1 232 
Danish nn see] tae aes I 124 |) 1 104 
Total ose ose 69 50,435 “4 1,572 83 52,007 

» for the year 
ig preceding a. 98 ave oo 57,103 Pa ove 





Annex B.—Retorn of the Principal Articles of Export from peewee 
during the Years 1886-87. 





























1887, 1886. 
Articles. a aeeeeree ee weer seer 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

£ £ 
Almonds... eee ones owe] TOMS ws 798} 35,955 1,093 48,255 
Barley eee ‘sae ase ee} Qs. wa 650 293 3,181 958 
Beans... ovo vve tee wee gy sel 2,723 8,404 5,898 7,202 
Bees-wax o.oo ones TONS 15 6,375 176 16,168 
Citrons “e _ ae eae ” ise 152 3,000 51 1,000 
Goatskins ... oo ef Dozen ...) 73,754 49,172 95,847 63,898 
Gum (brown) eis Nats | Tons... 100 10,000 47 4,230 
Sandrac ei Cas’ Reade ys” ae 213 14,910 213 15,336 
Hides (FAW) oe one oe sie ” eos 7 850 (included ijn sundries) 
Maize... ore eee oee] QB, wel = 4,824 4,324 2,701 2,569 
Olive-Oil =e ove ove wee «TOMB 924 27,720 4,628 143,324 
Ostrich feathers... .. ae} Boxes «.. 6 1,200 1 150 
Sesame secd ... ae ave weet TOMB we 48} 776 (included ijn sundries) 

WOO! ve wee tte teeta ” ta 9} 555 % 5 
Sundries 4, tse tte ee ove 3,159 ys 2,675 
Specie... 6. nue tue ee ape 18,038 my 5,728 
Total 4. sue ave ae 179,781 311,493 


A 2 TN RE EE I SETS SE LT LIE DED EE EEE EO IED 
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Annex B oe of the Principal Articles of Import to. 
ogador during the Years 1886-87. 
































1887, 1886, 
Articles. : 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
& & 

Amber beads aoe AP ooo} Strings ov 600 1,200 16 30 
Bagging o.oo oes] Bales ow 60 780 36 465 
Beads ... ave $e oo ee] Cwt, _ 24 48 256 620 
Beer ... on oes ose oo] Dozen ane 1,288 515 932 . 380 
Brass and copper ... ese «| Tons ses 29% 2,360 81 7,192* 
Candles wee eee tte ee] 99 eos 30 1,204 50 2,980 
Cloth .... us eee oes wwe] Yards = s.] 85,000 7,000 24,520 4,904 
Cochineal ... ese Mies oo} Cwt. aes 102 714 (In Sunjdries) 
Coffee... on vee oes oo] ogg ees 184 736 210 600 
Confectionery are’ fee eas) gy eee lig}. 356 375 816 
Chonan oo haben: SO) Seen 65360 ean (ae 
otton manufactures oes ooo} Pieces... 7 ’ - 

- {Salempores) Sg? ae oe > aed (GR, 1DD 28°90 ¢ 448,884 112,221 

19 (TBW) oe cee ee eee CWE 326 1142 68 238 
Deals ... ae oe ies «| In bulk 3} 13,640 2,728 2,418 605 
Dyes .. ee nee one eee OWE, owe 101 131 524 684 
Earthenware... 0.6 see ove} Crates on 101 808 234. > 2,680 
Empty casks... ane oe o-| In bulk... 887+ 850 6,687+ 2,500 
Glass Ware ... os. eee one LONS oes 48 1,635 146 3,500 
Gunpowder ... oe ase woof gg oe 20 400 (In Sunjdries) 
Gumbo tee wef CWE 149 595 82 33 
Hardware... wn vos eee CaseS ase 213 2,556 (In Brass alnd Copper) 
Hides ... eee one tee «| Tons eee 952 5,745 112 6,785 
Tron. sie “ads see cece shay ise 338 3,718 38 4,250 
Linen... 4. ase owe wee PHOCES awe 150 150 2,480 1,460 
Matches ate a5 ee see] GTOSB ae 2,850 450 (In Sunidries) 
Silks ... oes ees aoe ou} Cwt. ons 69 1,380 608% 12,170 
Spices... ae sen tee weal gg i 559 2,405 525 1,986 
Spirits... eaves wea] Gallons ...| 12,980 1,298 (In Sunfaries) 
Stationery : paper .., aes «| Reams ... 3,384 115 

” writing paper ove ” rel 1,380 345 > | Tons, 53 664 

» general coo wae] CABCES ws 6 30 
Steel .. ee une wees owed TONS tae 70 700 48% 582 
Sugar... Boa esaea  Ceee ~< tosegey dig tee 959 24,934 1,685 42,600 
Sundries 4. ose tee ae eas 15,095 ass 14.262 
Tea ... oso oe wee Soe LDL ese] 236,320 15,755 292,768 17,248 
Tot.acco sue ote wee wee Ow. Sea 100 500 (In Sunjdries) 
Wooilens 4. vse we Sweet YOTAS a. 19,200 960 64,400 2,720 
Specie Sieh. <A aa tes ee 2,383 oe 10,620 

Total use nent 182,481 255,091 





* Including Hardware. ¢ Trebles. t Singles. 


Annex (C).—TasiE showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from and Imported to Mogador from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1886 and 1887. 

















Exports. 
. Country. 
1887. 1886, 1886. 
Great Britain and £ £ £ 
Colonies “ os 99,707 174,845 192,729 
Morucco coast .. is 11,556 oe 1,200 
France .. or a 64,052 186,422 59,769 
United States .. ae 216 oe ee 
Germany + oe o a 1,200 
Spain .. ae ae 3,297 726 198 
Sweden .. ee oe ve ee oe 
Portugal a s 908 se Se 


Total oe oe 179,731 811,498 182,481 255,091 
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SAFFI. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Hunot reports as foliows :— 

The tabular statistivs accompanying this Report show a decrease in 
both imports and exports during the year under review. When com- 
pared with those of the preceding yéar, imports have decreased in 
value 7,6032., and exports 33,346, This-deficiency is-chiefly attribut- 
able to the failure of the required supply of rain-in the latter part of 
the agricultural season, lessening considerably the yield of the grain 
and pulse crops; and, further, to the cessation of the shipments of 
wie and barley made by the Moorish Government from this port to 

urope. 

The value of the imports from Great Britain amounted to 33,565/., Imports from 
consisting principally of Manchester manufactures, cloth, iron, and tea, Great Britain. 

France supplied 5,032/. in loaf sugar, candles, spices, and miscel. From France. 
laneous articles. The rest of the imported value, viz., 18,5002. consisting Seantviac 
of refined sugar in loaves, came from Germany, Belgium, and: Holland, 

Sweden supplying also 1,200/. of it in planks, — 
The exports of the year to Great Britain amounted to 71,5217, Exports : 
The chief articles exported thither were beans, maize, washed wool, To Great 

olive-oil, almonds, bees’-wax, cummin-seed, and gum. Britain. 

To France and Portugal the remainder of the exports were sent, France and 
amounting together to the value of 21,1251. To the former country, Portugal. 
peas, goat-skins, goats’-hair, and bees’-wax ; and maize and peas to the 
latter. 7 

Thus, it will be clearly perceived that England continues to main- 
tain, as formerly, the first place both in importations and exportations 
of this port. 

The shipping shows that there were 32 vessels less entered this Shipping. 
port than in Jast year, with a diminution in the tonnage of 14,917 tons, 

The reason is, that the volume of the trade decreased. 

The early crops grown in this country consist of barley, wheat, and Agriculture. 
beans, but the two former articles are not permitted to be exported by 
merchants. 

Consequently, when there are large yields, these cereals are so 
cheap that they do not. pay the farmers; indeed, they are unsaleable 
in any quantity, and the grain is hidden underground, where it 
frequently becomes rotten. 

At present, there are large quantities stored in the country, which, 
if allowed to be exported, would be a source of profit and pleasure to 
the farmer. 

Wheat is now selling at less than 9s. per quarter in this district, Low prices, 
but, the consumption being small, it cannot be disposed of except in 
small quantities, even at this low rate. 

Barley is this year at 7s. per quarter, owing to the quantity 
produced being small. Last year it was at 4s. per quarter, and there- 
fore the farmers sowed but little of it this season. 


414) : B 
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Rerunry of all Shipping at the Port of Saffi in the Year 1887. 


EntTxrep. 





~ 


Sailing. Steam. Total. 
























Nationality. 


British —..ove 42 








French . .. ove 1 
Danish ove eee 4 
German... is 16 
Portuguese... toe 6 


Swedish and Nor- 7 
wegian .. a. 

Spanish .. 0 1 
etherlands wf oT 


Total... a. 82 


Total for the year 
preceding ae 102 



































CLEARED. 
* j 
Sailing. Steam, Total. 

ROBIE! <1 ainpat ck Number of Number of 

umber 0 ‘umber 0 umber o 
: | Vessels. Tons. | “Vessels. Tons. Vessels, | Tons. 

rn gyn | cence Pe) SC Se) Se) SN aapeneey 
British tes eee 40 6,722 38 34,298 78 41,020 
French eave 1 183 23 17,040 24 17,228 
Danish’ vos oes 4 526 nee see 4 526 
German... one i 1,109 ove ove il 1,109 
Portuguese... ase 6 650 ase eos 6 550 
Swedish and Nor- 

WEZIAN ose ane ll 1,100 tes on i 1,100 
Spanish oo. a 1 200 ce eas 1 200 
Netherlands) {1 170 are ie 2 170 

Total... ase % 10,560 _ 61 { 51,338 136 61,898 
Total for the year 
preceding ee 95 14,262 73 62,502 168 76,764 





Annex B.—Rerurn of the Principal Articles of Export from Saffi 
during the Year 1887. 





{ 
1887, 1886. 





Articles, 





















Quantity. Value. 

















& 
Almonds .. one oe ou} Cwt. eee 1,700 950 1,900 
Bees’ wax ... ees oes vo} op ane vii 250 1,150 
Beans ese ove wey weet QB, sof 23,870 56,000 58, 
Cumminseed ws ae tee Cort ae 638 1,696 1,200 
Gum one oes nee seed gy eee 1,130 160 
Goatskins .., ane see so} ny eee 2,500 8,000 9,000 
Goats’ hair... see ee wee ny eee 260 520 850 
Maize tee tee wee wee QB. ee} 30,000 28,000 21,500 
Pease soe ane wee wee ng oo 4,000 2,600 4, 
Olive Off os. one oe wae] TUNB, oe 170 400 10,800 
Wool, washed eae ane] Cw eo 4,510 1,220 4,392 
Sundries 4. ues tue nes on ves ove sae 
Wheat or eS TT ove on 5,400 6,400 
Barley us uss tees ove oes 6,100 4 


Total 
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Return of the Principal Articles of Import to Saffi during the Year 1887. 








1886. 








Articles. 
Value, Quantity. Value. 
& F 
Buffalo hides 83 250 sce tne 
Cloth Sea 8.320 2,080 12,000 6,000 
Candies og ae 338 1,014 500 1,500 
Cotton manufactures 919 23,147 930 30,600 
Coffee 7 _ 150 7 See 
Tron, bar and scrap 6,293 2,300 6,000 2,050 
Planks ies Wises 6,000 1,200 es 
Spices 95 300 ce 
Sugar 21,646 21,000 20,000 20,000 
Tea ... 35,062 3,006 60,000 3,750 
Sundries tee 2,050 1,800 
Total eae 67,097 ase 64,700 





Annex C,-Taste showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from Saffi, and Imported to Saffi, from and to Foreign Countries, 
during the Years 1886 and 1887. 




















Fixports. Imports. 
Couniry. i 

1887. 1886. 1887. ° 1886. 

£ £ £& £ 
Great Britain .. ae 71,621 104,310 33,565 43,800 
France .. os oe 13,700 15,682 6,082 7,100 
Germany oe as ve as 4,500 10,000 
Belgium o ss vs bs 11,000 2,000 

Sweden ee se ee ae ee 1,200 ee 
Holland oe ee ee ee 1,800 3,000 

Portugal wa eo{ 7,425 7,000 ce + 
Total .. ee 92,646 126,992 57,09 65,900 

MazaGan. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Redman reports as follows :— 


The trade at this port for this year shows a decrease on that of the prage 
preceding one, both in the value of the imports and exports, as will be generally. 


observed in the annexed tables. 


The imports were, from Great Britain, cotton goods, candles, Imports from 
cotton, tea (hyson), sugar (loaf and moist), hardware, iron (bar and Great Britain. 


scrap), pepper, spices, steel, tin-plates, paper, specie, and sundries. 


From France: candles, glassware, cotton goods, hides (buffalo), From France. 


matches, paper (writing and wrapping), sugar (loaf), silk, spikenard, 
spices, coffee, specie, and sundries, 


From Spain and Portugal, specie. Spain and 
With regard to the fluctuations of certain articles of imports, I have Portugal. 


the following observations to make :— 


The imports for this year figure as 865 bales against 1,187 bales of Cotton goods, 


the preceding one; this large falling-off in the imports of this article 
is attributed chiefly to the lesser demand on account of the poorness of 
the harvest of cereals, and the general depression of the trade thereby. 


The imports for this year are 14,122 cwts., against 11,386 cwts. Of Loaf sugar. 


(414) B 2 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





18 MOROCCO 


the past year, of which 11,688 cwts, came from France and 2,434 
from England, this latter being mostly Belgian and German sugar; 
the increase of the demand and consumption of this article may be 
attributable to its lower cost in comparison with former years. 

Tea (hyson). The imports of this article figure this year as 788 boxes against 
489 boxes of the preceding one; this increase of 299 boxes is due 
chiefly to the increased demand and use of the article of sugar. 

Specie. In consequence of the decreased value this year in the exports of 
grain from this port, less specie has been imported to meet the pur- 
chases of the latter. 


Exports to The exports to Great Britain were almonds, gum, wax, wool, maize, 

Great Britain. beans, garbansos, woollen haitks, fassook (gum ammoniac), specie, and 
sundries. 

To France, To France: wool, goatskins, goat’s hair, wax, dates, henna, rose- 


leaves, tackout, garbansos, specie, and sundries. 
To Spain and To Spain and Portugal: maize, garbansos, and beans. 


Portugal. The exports from this port for this year, as will be observed in the 
Wool. annexed tables, show a falling-off in the quantity of greasy wool, and 
an increase in that of washed wool, as compared with that of the year 
1886. 
Of greasy wool An < 1,404 cwt. were sent to Hngland. 
Ditto oa ae 1,824 ,, » =o Brance. 
Of washed wool .. Ae 1,319 , = » England. 
Ditto os Ss 2,484 . 9) 9»  Brance, 


There has been no material increase this year either in the produc- 
tion of this arficle as a whole or in the shipments of it as compared 
with that of the year 1886. . 

Almonds. The crop of this article being a good one this year, the quantity 
that has been exported figures as 3,043 cwts, against 1,153 cwts. of the 
preceding one, the greater portion of which was shipped to England. 

Brown gum. Although the crop of this article was reported to be more favourable 
than the previous year, the total quantity that has been exported from 
this port during the year is 108 cwts. 

Cereals. The annexed tables show a large decrease in the, quantity of grain 
shipped from this port, the crops having yielded very poorly on account 
of drought. The greater portion of the grain shipped went to Spain 
and Portugal; that to England figures comparatively smail. 

Shipping and § The total tonnage that has entered and cleared this port during the 

navigation, year has been 78,121 tons, against 89,816 tons of the preceding year, 
of which 31,740 tons were British. ; 

Currency and The currency throughout the year has been the Spanish and French 

exchange. silver dollars, and the new Moorish silver coinage, the exchange 
fluctuating from 110 okeat to 125 okeat per dollar. 

Cattle, Tn consequence of thedryness of the year, and from wantof pasturage, 

; a mortality of 30 to 40 per cent. has occurred with the cattle in the 
districts of this port. 

Sheep. From the foregoing causes of want of food, a much greater mortality 
has occurred with the sheep, and the loss is estimated at from 50 to 60 
per cent., and in some districts entire flocks have been destroyed. 


Agriculture. The harvest of this year failed to be good, from want of rain in the 
apring and at the epoch of the maturing of the crops. 

Prospects of The rain so far has been abundant, which augurs favourably for the 

1888. next crops of grain, especially for the bean crop. 
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Annex A.—Return of all Shipping at the Port of Mazagan in the 
Year 1887. 


ENTERED. 


ce eee 






































Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality, each To 
‘umber of Number of -| Number cf 
; Vessels, Tone. Vessels. Tons. Vessela. Tous. 
British ove oes 13 1,504 44 80,236 57 31,740 
French woe ase See 49 36,276 49 36,276 
Spanish 4. we 84 8,549 1 463 85 9,012 
Portuguese... as il 848 aes oes nN 848 
Danish ae 2 245 Ae oe 2 245 
Total wal M0 11,146 04 | 66,975 208 78,12 
+ for the year 

preceding ... oes eas a oo 245 89,816 



































e Salling. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. 

Number of | rons. | Nyeueais | 7028 Ne | | TOM. 
me - fe oe ge | Re Te | 
or 
Danish wd 285 os ae a. 2 25 
tol. wi no | ane | | 5075 {20k 98,121 
pease, es a a oe cae 90,816 


Annex B.—Rerurn of Principal Articles of Export from Mazagan 
during the Years 1887 and 1886. 







1887, 1886. 





Articles. 





Value, Quantity. Value. 













Quantity. 











—- + en ee 





LS LS OCS AS LL 

















& & 

Wool, greasy see eee ete wt. eof 2,728 5,414 3,813 6,481 
Wool, washed ease wees wef 2,808 13,558 2,342 8,430 
Almonds... ove eee one} oy en} 8,048 6,857 1,353 3,055 
Maize Geel, ede ~ suet. cova QBS veel 47,542 38,537 65,379 55,569 
Beans We EMRE Cau ate he va} 10,993 10,903 35,010 36,769 
Garbansos .. 00 ete wee ot wl 20,652 59,295 27,427 55,665 
. Gosteaking ... 0s. eve ve Dow, = | 5,600 5,500 5,876 5,376 
Wax cc cee eee tf CWE oe 136 784 369 2,029 
Other articles sisi. - “eee. ~ ier ies 29,139 
202,603 







Total vee oes we one oe 
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Return of Principal Articles of Import to Mazagan during the Years 
1887 and 1886. 























1887. 1886, 
: Articles. 

7 Value. Quantity, | Value. 

— — ene to aon — | —~————|.. 

& | £ 

Cotton goods ove ase en} Bales 69,200 1,187 93,550 
Woollen cloth nee eee] gt 5,90! 57 6,700 
WrOm a, esse wee ane Crt, 237 965 314 
Tin-plates .. « .. tee ve} Boxes 327 334 350 
TOR in cea ; ; 3,940 489 | 2,445 
Candles... Crt 946 312 701 
Specle cence tee 66,686 80,738 
Suger-loaf ... 9 4. ose aoe] Core 16,945 11,386 14,230 
Other articles ye . ies oe 19,153 tee 18,144 
183,384 toe | 216,166 


Total sw. ove 





Annex (.—TaBLe showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from Mazagan and Imported to Mazagan from and to Foreign 
Countries during the Years 1887 and 1886. 








Exports. | Tmports. 

Country. ——— ed 

1887. 1886. 1887. 1886, 

£. £ £ | &— 
To Great Britain... se 46,555 59,450 92,451 131,408 
France .. - ¥ 40,320 43,881 32,212 22,079 
Spain .. és a 72,671 81,432 56,151 62,079 
Portugal a s 4,666 17,740 2,520 600 


A ae ee | aS nc | eee Re eS | SORE SN ORE! 


Total .. ..{ 164,212 | 202,503 188,384 216,166 





Dar-at-Bawa (Casablanca). 


Mr. Vice-Consul Hunter reporis as follows :— 
It is unsatisfactory to have to record that trade during the past 


Trade in 

general. year has been disappointing to the mercantile community the prin- 
cipal cause being the short crops, anxiety about which was mentioned 
in my last report. : 

Imports. The Returns show that, notwithstanding the unfavourable state of 


commerce, importation has been well sustained, and, leaving specie 
aside, has even reached a larger total than the previous year. 

_ This result is to bé accounted for by a large number of traders, 
who, in times of good crops, devote themselves to dealing in grain, 
having, for want of other employment, given their attention to articles 
of importation, with the result that competition for outlets has been 
keener, and margin for profit reduced to a minimum, while large stocks 
remain unsold for the coming season. 

Producing England retains the foremost place in the Returns, taking 124,207/. 
countries: Ub OF & total of 192,683/., and the principal items are manufactured 
England. cotton-goods and tea. a 
France. France follows next, with a total of 47,2571. the principal article in 
the list being sugar, which appears fur 82,6787. ; 
Germany. Though German trade has not advanced during the past year, its 
"total being 7,7282, against 7,912/. in 1886 still attention should be 
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drawn to the fact that, while sugar figures this year for a much less 
value, there is a marked increase in the general commodities imported, 
such as cloth, woollen goods, hardware, &c. 

The trade with Belgium this heal ‘has been limited to sugar, and, Belgium and 
with Italy, the only articles worth referring to are silk manufactures Italy. 
and matches; while, from Sweden, there have been small importatious Sweden. 
of iron and timber. 

There has been a considerable falling-off in the export trade. To Exports, 
Great Britain, maize is the only article of importance, and, with regard British. 
to the grain figuring in this year’s statistics, it should be remarked 
that the greater part was of the 1886 crop. 

France still occupies the leading place in the Returns, goatskins, French. 
wool, and peas being the chief items. ; 

Spain and Portugal, as usual, have taken grain and shipments to Other 
Italy, which are effected vid Marseilles, comprising wool and bees’-wax. countries. 
To Germany the principal item has been wool. 

A. uew feature in this year’s Returns is the opening up of a new Goatskins to 
market for goatskins in America, whither value of them to the extent America. 
of 2,7241. has been sent via London for transhipment. The agents of 
the American houses have, I understand, orders in hand, as the: first 
trial shipments are said to have given good results: If this new outlet 
is established, it will be a great boon to those in this country dealing 
in ae article, as, hitherto, France has held a virtual monopoly of the 
murket. 

The returns of shipping show also a decrease, more marked in Shipping. 
sailing vessels than in steamers. The bulk of grain shipments being 
made in sailing vessels, tonnage of that description was not required 
to the extent it was in the previous year. The Mersey Steamship 
Company also during a great part of the year, owing to scarcity of 
cargo offering, made their sailings from London for this coast every 
three weeks instead of fortnightly, which of itself makes a considerable 
difference in compiling the statistics of tonnage entering the port. 

The trade on the coast is supplied by the Mersey Steamship Lines of 
Company from London, with, at present, three-weekly sailings, which steamers, 
may probably soon be changed into fortnightly departures again—this 
line taking cargo not only for London, but for the Continent and 
America, with transhipment at London; with Marseilles the Paquet 
Line keeps up a regular bi-monthly service; and since the commence- 
ment of 1888 the “ Compafiia Trasatlantica Espajiola” has put a line 
of their steamers on the route from Marseilles, calling at Barcelona 
and other Spanish ports. 

During the past year a great advance has been established in the Postal, 
postal gervice between this port and Tangier. The courier services, - 
both Spanish and British, which were bi-weekly, took eight days in 
conveying the mails between here and Tangier, a distance of about 
195 miles, which journey since August last has been done by the 
British postal couriers, in connection with the Gibraltar Post Office, in 
three and a half days. The accelerated service will shortly be extended 
+o Mazagan, and before long I hope to see it carried on to Saffi and 
Mogador. 

Phe Spanish authorities are now engaged in remodelling their 
courier arrangements, in view of making their service an express one 
like ours. 

The visits of men-of-war in the past year have been confined to & Men-of-war. 
French cruiser, the “D'Estrécs,” and an Italian turret-ship, the 
“ Affondatore,” which called in here on their way down the coast 
during the time of uncertainty and excitement that prevailed, pending 
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the result of the serious illness under which the Sultan was suffering, 
which, however, having happily passed over, affairs resumed their 
normal state. 

Confereace -Great interest and hopes are centred in the coming Conference at 
Madrid, and speculatious made as to the issues that will result. With 
regard to the Protection of Natives’ question, it cannot be denied that 
the present system is unsatisfactory, besides being open to many abuses, 
and it.is to be hoped that the Conference will agree upon an equitable 
solution of the difficulty, by which free trading will be encouraged and 
commercial interests receive such protection that confidence may be 
established throughout the Empire. 

Agricultural This year the rainfall has been very abundant, and crops have been 

prospects. = largely planted and are lookirg very well. 


Return of all Shipping at the Port of Daralbaida in the Year 1887. 



































Enrearp. 
RR ER RR ETE RT RSA EES ELEN DTI TE ISD OG GEOL, AIS DER TLE ELEC LLG LLL TTI, 
Bailing Steam. Total 
Renee Number of Number of Numbes of : 
‘ ig Tm i) 
Veusels, |  70H# eaacls ona creels sone 
Brithh . ais 21 444 6 30,060 68 $2,504 
cake Nar 1 at Me : 1 144 
French wate 1 N6 8 40,619 56 40,734 
tae sé 06 z a oes oe ‘ “0 
Orw eee oon ove ove 
Tugueee.. 2| 28 3,035 ‘a 2 3,035 
Spenth 21 1,668 | 2 407 B | 2205 
Total for the year 
“8 : 72 8,837 302 71,006 180 79,923 


otal forthe eat 
a aes eve 108 33,383 NS 78,413 223 91,796 




























Nationality. 
Number of Number of 

pliant Tons ‘eneels, Tens Vessels, Tons. 
-_ : 2,822 re oo | 67 | 32,882 
Poh 3 7 aie 2 "376 
French oe 1 115 85 40,619 86 40,734 
German oon eee q $40 s ooo 7 840 
Norwegian... —- = P ie oe tee 3 ‘ A 

eee ' one eee 9 

tee) 21 1,888 2 407 23 2 
Tos : ey gee 9,626 102 184 80,712 

ear 

atl seh : aes 107 13,265 NG 223 92,368 
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Annex B.--Retourn of Principal Articles of Export from Daralbaida 
during the Year 1887. 











1887, 1886, 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. 
| ¥y 
Beans see ase wee eet QS, eos 16,045 19,253 
Bees'-wax ... oon oon | Cwts. tos 46 2,230 
Fenugreck-sced 2... ose erel gg oe 16,204 4,861 





Goateakins ..0 oc eset ny ws 903 11,612 
Lentile on nue ee wet QU ooo 3,941 4,926 
alzo see” Gees. 2308 Sy aie 89,827 80,846 
PCanen see Siw sdeer - aendhee aay ie 14,076 28,231 
Woolin grease... ove ovo} Cwts. oe 32,603 71,727 
xy _ Washed ove eve weet ogg oes 70 2,680 
pecie desi, | Mé0e, 2 Sos“ Jees tee 27,679 
Other articles 4.0 oe ae tae 6,739 
Total oon city coe eee eee ooo 260,784 








Rettrn of Principal Articles of Import to Daralbaida during the 
Year 1887. 


1887, 1886, 
Articles, 





Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. 











Kandies ase 785 1,963 
Cloth tener < Ste 380 1,970 
Cotton manufactures 1,227 96,850 
Glassware woes 213 2,130 
Hardware .. ss 286 2,7 
Iron... bide > fee 3,540 1,770 
Silk manufactures 12 1,800 
Sugar, refined $0,657 38,106 
CR ase ooo oo 2019 8,076 
Specie verte ove 29,140 
Other articles eee 13,431 
Total ase tas eve 197,962 








Annex C.—Tanre showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from and Imported to Daralbaida from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1886-87. 





Exports. Imports, 





Country. 
1887. 1886, 1887, 1886, 


£ £ £ £ 
Great Britain oe es 61,219 52,337 124,207 128,415 
France oe te ee 92,594 116,017 47,257 51,008 








Germany .. ae oe 4,652 oe 7,728 7,912 
Belgium 4.0 kee es Ra 4,019 2,197 
Spain ae oe we 20,257 48,916 2,486 3,560 
Portugal oe ee ae 86,565 89,695 4,100 8,000 
Italy oe ais a 4,885 8,819 2,274 1,074 
Sweden... ee oe ee ae 612 195 
United States “3 ws 2,724 sé és oe 


et Lemmemnemiende seeeeeemmnal taieneminderd 





Total,. ee . 222,896 260,784 192,688 197,961 


I 
NIRA TIAN TE NIT NL IES TET BGT TERETE! IL PEE TS EAE RE LED EEG EET I TE LTE OTE AEE TT IO TIES EEE EET, 
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Return of Foreign Ships of War that have visited the Port of 
Daralbaida during the Year 1887. 













Nationality. Name. 





Guns, | Crew. | Arrived from 








French... ...] D'Estrées | 6 “Rabat Mazagan_...| October 23 
Italian ee see Affondatore.., 6 ’ ” 
| D'Estrées... 


LONDON : 


Printed for Her Majosty’s Stationery Office, 
Bry HARRISON AND SONS, 
Printera in Ordinary to Her Majeaty. 
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